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Historical accounts of white settlers and the oil industry in Ponca City have often
overshadowed the area's Native American population and its influences on the culture
and history of the city and its environs.

Ponca City is named after the Ponca Tribe, part of which relocated from Nebraska to
northern Oklahoma from 1877 to 1880. Like all of the forced American Indian removals
of the 19th century, the Poncas' trek was arduous. A number of Poncas who made the
initial journey died from illness and exposure to the elements while following a group
of leaders to northern Indian Territory (now northern Oklahoma).

Part of the tribe was displeased with the living conditions on the land where they
initially settled, and they were led on a journey toward their traditional home by the
legendary civil rights leader Standing Bear in 1879. However, Standing Bear was
arrested, and most of the tribal members who left eventually returned to the reservation
in Oklahoma. The story of Standing Bear is perhaps best told by the memorial in his
name, which stands at the intersection of Highway 60 and South Fourth Street in Ponca
City.

The Ponca Nation, which has kept its headquarters south of Ponca City since 1879,
played a major part in developing the Marland Oil Co. and the city proper when Chief
White Eagle signed away valuable portions of the tribe's allotted land. In fact, the
respected Ponca leader signed over the lease to the land on which E.W. Marland made
his fortune in 1910.

In recent years, the Ponca Tribe has made a number of moves to build its infrastructure
and improve services for its people. In February 2006, the tribe received a grant of more
than $800,000 from the Shakopee Mdewakanton Sioux Community of Minnesota for
debt retirement and economic development.

Ponca City is bordered by, or in close proximity to, other Native American tribes,
including the Kaw, Osage, Otoe-Missouria, Pawnee, and Tonkawa.
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