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History of Tupelo
From the land of Chickasaw Indians, Spanish (DeSoto) and French (Bienville) settlers
and through the Civil War, Tupelo grew and received its charter in 1870, four years
after Lee County was created. Prior to that time, the Mobile and the Ohio Railroad
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was located here, along with a store, two saloons and a temporary railroad station.
The town was named for the gum trees located here. In 1886, the first drainage laws in
the nation were passed in Lee County to clear the swamp in this are. Tupelo received
national recognition in 1901 when it was chosen as the site for the first U.S.Fish
Hatchery
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