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Why a covered bridge? There are several reasons why communities began opting for
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covering their bridges. It kept the water out of the joints, where it might freeze during
winter or cause rotting during the summer. Covering the bridge also strengthened the
structure by making it more solid. The barnlike appearance of a covered bridge made it
easier for farm animals to cross the river without becoming nervous. One unexpected
result of covering brides was that it provided a place for early entrepreneurs to
advertise their products with signs painted or glued to the sides of the bridge, often
without permission
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